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Washington, DC – Today, Congressman Jerry McNerney (CA-11) announced that over half a million dollars in funding for education and gang prevention programs in San Joaquin County were approved by the U.S. House of Representatives, based on a request Rep. McNerney made.  The funding was included in the 2008 Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education Appropriations bill.

 

The projects that received funding were San Joaquin A+ and the Experiential Job Training Program of San Joaquin County’s Employment & Economic Development Department.

 

“The funding approved by the House will help these valuable programs expand their reach and offerings to more students and at risk youths,” Rep. McNerney said.  “The more opportunities and exposure to learning we can provide for our young people – the greater the investment we make now – the better off we will all be in the future.”

 

The San Joaquin A+ project was one of the highest funding priorities for the San Joaquin Council of Governments.
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A description of the projects appears below:

 

1. $350,000 for the San Joaquin County A+ Program

 

Funding will be used to expand to two additional grade levels the successful A+ Reading improvement program, which serves 150 school sites in San Joaquin County.  The requested allocation will also allow students to access tutors from local colleges.

 

2. $175,000 for the Employment & Economic Development Department of San Joaquin County for an Experiential Job Training program

 

This project will provide work experience activities to 200 students ages 14-16 with multiple barriers at risk of becoming gang members.  The project will not only provide financial support to these students through their work experience wages, but will also provide them with a job coach who will act as a mentor and liaison between the school and  the services that will eliminate barriers to education and employment.  These employment opportunities will be the incentive and the opportunity to stay away from gang activity and negative peer pressure.

 

 

Funding for these projects is subject to approval by the Senate and then President Bush.  The appropriations process is expected to be complete by the start of the next fiscal year on October 1, 2007.

 2 / 3



McNerney Secures Initial Funding for San Joaquin Education, Anti-gang Programs

 

 

 

    
    

 3 / 3


